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This weeks sedra starts with the blessings 
that the Jewish people will merit if they 
follow in the ways of the Torah. One of the 
blessings is, that when you will go to war 
five of you will chase one hundred enemy 
soldiers and one hundred of you will chase 
ten thousand soldiers. Rashi points out 
that this equation 
does not add up. If 
five of us will chase 
one hundred enemy 
soldiers, that means 
that each soldier 
will chase twenty 
soldiers. Using this 
equation, then one 
hundred of us should 
chase two thousand 
soldiers not ten 
thousand. Rashi explains that we see from 
here how much exponentially stronger 
we are when there are many doing the 
Mitzvos. Meaning to say, since there are 
one hundred chasing, they will be able to 
chase away ten thousand enemy soldiers.

The following issue with this explanation 
is pointed out by Tosfos.1 Chazal teach us, 
that when it comes to dealing out good 
and positive, Hashem bestows much 
more than when He punishes. As such, 
why is it that in Parshas Ha'azinu we find 
the Torah stating about our enemies "one 
of them will chase one thousand of you, 
and two, ten thousand". In our case the 
larger amount is one hundred of us will 
chase ten thousand of them, while the 
enemies will have two 
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The seder of Bechukosei begins with a list 
of blessings which will shower upon the 
Jewish people when they follow the laws 
of the Torah. The Torah then changes the 
tone by describing the catastrophes which 
will befall the Jewish people if they do not 
adhere to the laws of the Torah. Although 

the reading of these 
words is a general 
reminder of the 
Torah’s promises, 
it has been viewed 
as an ominous 
chapter to be read 
in public.11 European 
Jewry throughout 
the millennia 
experienced horrors 
which are similar to 

those described in the Torah. Because of 
this, many communities had a true fear 
of reading this Torah portion, let alone 
being called up to make a blessing on it.12

The Sefer Hachaim from Rabbeinu 
Chaim of Friedburga), brother of 
Maharal of Prague, writes the following 
at the end of Sefer Zechuyos:

The custom is to stay away from being 
called before the Torah scroll for the 
reading of the curses, since people are 
afraid that these evils will befall them. For 
if they are not worthy, these words will 
be a poison to them. Furthermore, if the 
reader is a Torah scholar it poses an even 
greater danger since the curse of a Torah 
scholar is fulfilled even if it was said with 
a contingent. Continued on Pg 2Continued on Pg 2
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The town of Donauwörth

a) a) RavRav  ChaimChaim  ofof  FriedbergFriedberg was born  was born 
c. 1520 in Posen. He was the older c. 1520 in Posen. He was the older 
brother of the Maharal of Prague. He brother of the Maharal of Prague. He 
learned in Lublin under Rav Sholom learned in Lublin under Rav Sholom 
Shechna and Rav Shlomo Luria. It was Shechna and Rav Shlomo Luria. It was 
there that he formed a close friendship there that he formed a close friendship 
with Rav Moshe Isserlis, known by the with Rav Moshe Isserlis, known by the 
acronym Rama. He authored Vikuach acronym Rama. He authored Vikuach 
Mayim Chaim to argue with the work Mayim Chaim to argue with the work 
Toras Hachatas of the Rama, but more Toras Hachatas of the Rama, but more 
importantly, he argued against the importantly, he argued against the 
codification of halacha in general. In codification of halacha in general. In 
1549 he settled in Worms and headed 1549 he settled in Worms and headed 
the Yeshiva. In 1564 he moved to the Yeshiva. In 1564 he moved to 
Friedberg to lead a Yeshiva but did not Friedberg to lead a Yeshiva but did not 
act as the Av Bais Din. During his time act as the Av Bais Din. During his time 
in Friedberg he authored Sefer Hachaim. in Friedberg he authored Sefer Hachaim. 
Rav Chaim passed away in 1588.Rav Chaim passed away in 1588.

b) b) RavRav  YaakovYaakov  ReischerReischer was born  was born 
in 1661 in Prague. His father was a in 1661 in Prague. His father was a 
dayan in Prague and author of the dayan in Prague and author of the 
work Givas Olam. He learned under work Givas Olam. He learned under 
Rav Shmuel Hellmann and Rav Aron Rav Shmuel Hellmann and Rav Aron 
Shimon Shapiro in Prague. He married Shimon Shapiro in Prague. He married 
the granddaughter of his Rebbe, the the granddaughter of his Rebbe, the 
daughter of Rav Binyamin Wolf Shapiro. daughter of Rav Binyamin Wolf Shapiro. 
Thus his brother in law was Rav Elya Thus his brother in law was Rav Elya 
Shapiro, author of Eliya Rabba, as well Shapiro, author of Eliya Rabba, as well 
as Rav Dovid Oppenheim, author of as Rav Dovid Oppenheim, author of 
Nishal Dovid. In 1683 he was a dayan in Nishal Dovid. In 1683 he was a dayan in 
Prague; a position he held for 30 years. Prague; a position he held for 30 years. 
In 1714 he accepted to become the Av In 1714 he accepted to become the Av 
Bais Din of Worms, but three years later Bais Din of Worms, but three years later 
he left and moved to Metz. There he was he left and moved to Metz. There he was 
the Av Bais Din and Rosh Yeshiva, and the Av Bais Din and Rosh Yeshiva, and 
he held these positions for 15 years until he held these positions for 15 years until 
his passing in 1733. All throughout his his passing in 1733. All throughout his 
life, his pen did not rest. Rav Reischer life, his pen did not rest. Rav Reischer 
authored seven works, each one a authored seven works, each one a 
classic. Among his works are Shvus classic. Among his works are Shvus 
Yaakov, Iyun Yaakov, Chok Yaakov, and Yaakov, Iyun Yaakov, Chok Yaakov, and 
Toras Hashelamim.Toras Hashelamim.



chasing ten thousand. Tosfos answers, that in our case, the 
Torah finishes the description with "and your enemies will 
fall to the sword". This implies that the hundred soldiers will 
not simply chase but also kill the ten thousand. In contrast, 
the enemies are only described as chasing us but there is no 
mention of them killing us. Therefore, what is mentioned in 
our Parsha is greater than what is mentioned later.

The Maharsha asks a subsequent question based on a 
Gemara that describes Dovid Hamelech’s disappointment 
after he only killed eight hundred enemy soldiers and not 
one thousand as is describe in Ha'azinu.2 It is clear from 
this Gemara that the verse in Ha’azinu is also discussing us 
chasing our enemies. 

Rabbeinu Yaakov Reisherb) answers 
the Maharsha's question with the 
following source.3 The Yalkut in 
Ha'azinu records that Rav Yehuda and 
Rav Nachman argued about how to 
understand the words “one of them 
will chase one thousand, and two, ten 
thousand”. Rav Yehuda learned that 
the Torah is relating the success of the 
Jews, while Rav Nachman learned that 
the Torah is discussing the enemies 
of the Jews. Rav Reisher explains 
the difference of opinions as follows. 
Rav Yehuda was bothered by Tosfos's 
question; if this verse is telling of our 
enemy’s success, then this contradicts 
the Gemara that regarding the good and positive, Hashem 
always bestows in a greater amount. As far as the answer 
provided by Tosfos, he argues that running away is the 
beginning of defeat and does not change the negative 
connotation of the statement.4 For this reason, Rav 
Yehuda learned that the Torah is talking about the success 
of the Jews over their enemies. 

However, according to this explanation, an additional 
mathematical issue arises. Here the Torah states that 
one hundred will chase ten thousand, while in Ha’azinu 
it states that two will chase ten thousand. To explain 
this, Rav Reisher suggests that the Jews who are chasing 
in Ha'azinu are more pious than those discussed here, 
and therefore they have more potency in their actions. 
This is similar to how Rashi explains the 

1)  Sotah 11a.

2)  Moed Katan 16b.

3)  Iyun Yaakov Sotah, chpt. 1, nt. 32.

4)  See Sotah 44a-b.

5)  In actuality this same answer could have been provided 
for the original question posed by Rashi. 

6)  See Da'as Zekeinim, Rosh, R' Chaim Paltiel, Moshav 

Zekeinim, Riva.

7)  Meshivas Nofesh.

8)  Shoftim 20:10.

9)  Devarim 32:30 and Tehilim 68:18.

10) Yechezkel 16:7.

11) It is worth noting that it was also viewed as ominous 
when reading in private. See Leket Yosher, Hilchos Yom 

A Mathematical QuandaryA Mathematical Quandary  Continued

I have written previously that the Torah words cannot become 
a poison; from something good cannot come evil. The Torah 
is our life and the length of our days, certainly no curse will 
befall someone who reads it and makes a blessing over it. 
Rather, the concern is that the personal deeds of the one 
who was called to the Torah will be scrutinized, and possibly 
something will be found that he did not keep properly. Due to 
this concern, it is proper to have a designated individual who 
is always called to read this portion, and through this there 
won’t be a disgrace to the Torah.

If there is no person who is willing to be called up to the 
Torah, it is forbidden to leave the Torah open in disgrace, 

rather whoever rushes to read from the 
Torah is praiseworthy and will be showered 
with blessings. Indeed, I witnessed this 
from my great teacher Rabbi Shlomo 
Luria, that if there was a hesitation from 
the assembled about going up for this 
portion, he did not allow the Torah to lay 
open in disgrace, rather he initiated and 
rose before the Torah.

I heard from an elderly man, that he saw 
in the community of Donauwörth on the 
Shabbos for the reading of the curses, 
that the Torah scroll lay open in disgrace 
for many hours as there was not even one 
person who was willing to ascend. There 
was a wise old man there who stated ‘I 
would be surprised if the establishment 

of this community was not destroyed’. Indeed, later that 
year the community was disbanded to our great sorrow – 
one who honors the Torah will be honored by the creation.

The town of Donauwörth had a Jewish community as early 
as the 13th century. It is the birthplace of Rabbeinu Yaakov 
Yukel Weil, the patriarch of the French Weil family. This 
Rav Yaakov Yukel was a grandson of Rabbeinu Yaakov Weil 
known as Mahari Weil, the most famous student of the 
Maharil. The Jewish community of Donauwörth thrived for 
close to three hundred years. In 1517 the above story took 
place. Less than half a year later, the city council succeeded 
to attain an expulsion order from Emperor Maximilian I. 
The actual expulsion took place in 1518, on July 23, during 
the nine-days leading up to Tisha B’Av – a period set for 
evil to befall the Jewish people.
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Because of this fear of being called to the Torah for this portion, 
a unique custom was instituted. Usually, the shamash calls out 
the name of the person who is honored to make the blessings 
on the Torah portion. For this Torah portion, the Maharil writes, 
that the shamash calls out ”יעמוד מי שירצה“ “Stand up, whomever 

wishes”.13
 The Levush explains that 

we call “whomever wishes” to avoid a 
situation where the person whose name 
was called does not want to go up, which 
would cause a disgrace to the Torah.14

It is interesting to note, that in Shulchan 
Aruch, the Rama comments that the 
custom is not to call someone up by name 
for this portion, rather 15 .“אלא קורין מי שירצה”י  

Based on the background provided above, 
the words of the Rama are understood to 
mean “rather we call ‘whomever wishes’.” 
However, the Mishna Berura brings this 
as a possible explanation but ultimately 

dismisses it because it is something new and not the custom.16 

This is a clear divergence of customs between Western Europe 
and Eastern Europe.

Following in line with the communal fear of this Torah portion, 
a special blessing was given to the person who was called to 
the Torah. Normally, the person who makes a blessing on the 
Torah has a generic blessing read about him by the shamash. 
The synopsis of the content of this blessing is: because you 
honored the Torah by rising up and making a blessing, you 
should have blessing upon you. With regard to the person who 
receives the portion of curses, a special blessing is read for 
him which contains the following general wording: because 
you rose up for the reading of the curses, and thereby fulfilled 
the verse ‘do not begrudge being chastised’… all of the curses 
shall turn to blessings… Hashem should save you from all 
affliction etc.

This special blessing is mentioned by the Leket Yosher as a 
composition from his teacher, Rabbeinu Yisroel Isserlin, author of 
Terumas Hadeshen. Both the unique wording for calling someone 
to the Torah and this special blessing recited after, spread across 
Western Europe and is still practiced in many communities to this 
day, with slight variations.   

difference between five and one hundred; 
there is exponential power in numbers. So 
too the piousness of the fighters generate an 
exponential force for heavenly assistance.5 

The Ba'alei Ha'Tosfos 
give alternative answers 
to Rashi's question 
based on a novel reading 
of the words.6 The Torah 
describes how five will 
chase one hundred, 
which is a one to twenty 
ratio. It next states that 
one hundred of you, will 
chase ten thousand. 
This is a one to one 
hundred ratio, hence a 
discrepancy. However, 
the verse contains an extra word “you”, one 
hundred of you will chase ten thousand. 
Explain the Ba’alei Ha’Tosfos, the word 
“you” is referencing the earlier group of five 
men who chased one hundred. This means 
that one hundred groups of five, meaning 
five hundred, will chase ten thousand. This 
calculation works perfectly as it is also a one 
to twenty ratio.

Rabbeinu Yochanan Luria provides a completely 
unique answer for this issue.7 He argues that 
the word רבבה is not of specific numerical value. 
In some cases it means ten thousand, such as 
the story of Pilegesh B’Giva.8 In some cases it 
means two thousand such as in Ha’azinu and 
Tehillim.9 Furthermore, we find that it doesn’t 
even have a numerical value at all and simply 
means “multitudes” such as in Yechezkel.10 It 
is therefore unnecessary for Rashi to bring an 
explanation for a discrepancy when he could 
have simply explained the word רבבות here to 
mean two thousand. 
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Hashabbos, entry 5.

12) See continued discussion. As a display of this deeply 
rooted fear, see The Marked One, Picard, pg. 8. 
Special thanks to Mr. Manny Meyer for making me 
aware of this source. 

13)  Maharil, Hilchos Krias Hatorah, entry 6.

14)  Levush Hachur, 428:6.

15)  Rama to OH 428:6.

16)  Biur Halacha there.

Leket Yosher describing his teacher’s practices



ליקוטי נפתלי
הג”ר צבי הירש ב”ר חיים מפיורדא

הטורים  בבעל  איתא  וגו’  תלכו  בחקותי  אם  בפסוק 
למעלה  כתיב  מה  אבות  בדרכי  תלכו  בחקותי  אם 
וגו’ ואיתא נמי בבעל  מן הענין את שבתותי תשמרו 
הטורים את שבתותי תשמרו הרי שכתוב אחר השבת 
שצריך  לפניו  שמירה  הרי  השבת,  יום  את  שמור 
וי”ל  ס”ה.  קשה  מלאחריו,  ובין  לפניו  בין  שמירה 
בספר בית שמואל הקשה על זה המנהג שנהגו כמה 
אמוראי קדמאי ובתראי להתפלל תפלת מוצאי שבת 
בשבת איך נהגו חול בקודש. ומתר על פי מה דאיתא 
בפסחים בא וראה כמה חביבה מצוה בשעתה שהרי 
איברים ופדרים כשרים כל הלילה ואין ממתינן להם 
היום  בעוד  להתפלל  כן  גם  מותר  ולכך  שתחשך  עד 
עליה  שמחללין  ופדרים  איברים  הקטרת  כדין  גדול 
את השבת ומקטירן אותן בשבת משום דחיבה מצוה 

בשעתה והוא הטעם גבי תפלת מוצאי שבת. 
נימא  אי  אלא  מספק  תירץ  אינו  זה  כל  אכן 
דתפילות הוא נגד תמידין וניחא בזה שמקדימי 
דאמר  למאן  אבל  שבת,  במוצאי  להתפלל 
דתפילות אבות תקנו, הדרא קושי’ לדוכתן דאין 
והא”ש  שבת  במוצאי  להתפלל  הקדימה  בדין 
רצה  הטורים  הבעל  ולפי  תשמרו.  שבתותי  את 
לומר שלא מקדים להתפלל במוצאי שבת וקשה 
הוא  דתפילות  דאמר  למאן  מסתברא  איפכא 
שבת  מוצאי  תפלת  להקדים  בדין  תמידין  כנגד 
דחביבה מצוה בשעתא. על כן בא כמתרץ, אם 
בחקותי תלכו, ראשי תיבות ‘אבות’, רצה לומר, 
אבות  רק  אלא  תמידין  כנגד  הוא  לאו  דתפילת 

תקנום ודו”ק.

 גנזי אחרוני
אשכנז

This section is dedicated to 
reprinting the chidushei Torah of 
the Gedolei Ashkenaz which are 
no longer in print or are still in 

manuscript.

R’ Tzvi Hirsch ben Chaim – R’ Tzvi Hirsch ben Chaim was born in Furth in 1683. His father gave him the name 
Naftali, but when his father passed away when he was two years old, his mother preferred to use his shem chol so he 
became known as Hirsch. When he was Bar Mitzvah, he was called to the Torah with the name Tzvi. A few years later a 
relative of his father’s informed him of his true name. It was this name which he attached to the work Likkutei Naftali 
which he authored. It is a compilation of Torah thoughts on the weekly parsha, many of which are quoted as being heard 
or in the name of the greatest luminaries of the 16th and 17th centuries. Among the names quoted include: Rav Itzele of 
Hamburg, Rav Aron Hadarshon (Bigdei Aron), and Rav Hershel of Krakow.

Initially R’ Tzvi Hirsch opened a printing shop in Wilmersdorf, but later moved it to Furth. He was honored to bring many 
works to print. He received a glowing approbation from Rav Yonasan Eibshitz to reprint the Tosfos Yom Tov. His son and 
successor brought the work Likkutei Naftali to print in 1769. He also authored a work titled Likkutei Tzvi, however, the 
identity of this work has been confused with other compositions. R’ Tzvi Hirsch passed away on the 19th of Nissan 1767.
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